vin   PROTECTORATE OF NETHERLANDS : 1584-86  167

resources. By traditional usage, derived from feudal
times, peers who were employed on temporary ser-
vices not only received no salary, but were expected
to defray their own expenses, and defray them hand-
somely. Never did an English nobleman show more
public spirit in this respect than Leicester. He raised
every penny he could by mortgaging his estates. He
not only paid his own personal expenses, but advanced
large sums for military purposes, which his mistress
never thought of repaying him. If he effected little
as a general, it was because he was not provided with
the means. Serious mistakes he certainly made, but
they were not of a military kind.

Leicester was now fifty-four, bald, white-bearded,
and red-faced, but still imposing in figure, carriage,
and dress. To Elizabeth he was dear as the friend
of her youth, one who, she was persuaded, had loved
her for herself when they were both thirty years
younger, and was still her most devoted and trust-
worthy servant. Burghley she liked and trusted, and
all the more since he had become a more docile in-
strument of her policy. Walsingham, a keener intel-
lect and more independent character, she could not
but value, though impatient under his penetrating
suspicion and almost constant disapproval. Leicester
was the intimate friend, the frequent companion of
her leisure hours. None of her younger favourites
had supplanted him in her regard. By long intimacy
lie knew the molles aditus et tempora when things might
be said without offence which were not acceptable at
the council-board. The other ministers were glad to
use him for this purpose. There can be no question